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Eco-Business has been covering Southeast Asia’s clean energy 
transition for over a decade. 

Visit our microsite https://www.eco-business.com/southeastasia-
clean-energy-transition/ for all our stories.

You may search via the SDGs. 

https://www.eco-business.com/southeastasia-clean-energy-transition/


Key opportunities



Southeast Asia’s clean energy market is becoming one of the 
most successful energy transition stories today

https://www.eco-business.com/news/running-out-of-excuses-where-does-southeast-asias-energy-transition-stand-in-2020/



Bright spark to watch: Vietnam

https://www.eco-business.com/news/renewables-are-booming-in-vietnam-will-the-upswing-last/



Challenges to overcome



Supporting the needed infrastructure 

https://www.eco-business.com/news/development-dilemma-how-did-coal-sneak-into-laos-energy-plans/

“Private investment is essential to improve grid 
infrastructure in most Southeast Asian countries 
because the state lacks the funds, not least due to 
the pandemic. But the key obstacles in most states 
continue to be domestic vested interests and high 
transaction costs. Deal with these, and funds should 
flow.”

Philip Andrews-Speed, senior principal fellow with the Energy Studies 
Institute at the National University of Singapore (NUS)



Stronger political will is needed 

https://www.eco-business.com/news/development-dilemma-how-did-coal-sneak-into-laos-energy-plans/



ASEAN’s diversity needs uniformity 
sometimes

Energy policies among the SEA nations 
diverge significantly

Perception that hydrocarbon resources is 
still the most reliable option

Lack of mutual trust, and a gap in 
willingness to cooperate as a bloc



A delicate balance

https://www.eco-business.com/news/asias-energy-crunch-signals-volatile-path-for-clean-power-transition/

“For renewables such as wind and solar, the 
price story is their major advantage over 
coal and LNG, given ongoing deflation and 
improving technology.”

Clyde Russell, an energy columnist at Reuters



Much more to be done

1. Place efficiency front and centre of post-pandemic 
recovery

2. Clean up policy environments

3. Make smart investments

4. Groom tomorrow’s clean energy workers, and support a 
just transition for fossil fuel employees

https://www.eco-business.com/opinion/four-things-asias-energy-sector-must-do-in-2021-to-meet-climate-goals/



Can we advance on the elusive ASEAN grid?

“The Asean grid will be an important initiative to decarbonise the region’s power sector 
But while it’s technically feasible, there are political issues that need to be resolved before 
it can happen. The question is, who will lead it?”

Quirapas-Franco, Research fellow NUS’s Energy Studies Institute
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